Violins
The Hare and the Tortoise
(alla Aesop and Saint-Saéns)

A Hare taunted a Tortoise because of the slowness of her pace and boasted of his own
great speed. "Then let us have a race," said the Tortoise. "I'll run with you five miles,
and the Fox yonder shall be the judge." The Hare agreed and away they went. But in his

eagerness to win he started off as fast as he could and soon left the Tortoise far behind.

The Hare, tired from his exertions, stopped by the way to take a nap, confident that if the

Tortoise went by he could easily overtake her. Meanwhile the resolute Tortoise kept up a
slow but steady pace and plodded along. The Hare overslept and awakened to find, when

he arrived at the goal, that the Tortoise had reached it just before him.

Moral: Perseverance and determination compensate for the absence of natural gifts.
(from an early translation of the fable)

arranged by Lucas Drew
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